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A Day on the River 

 It occurs to me that those around the 
sport of Jet boat running are divided into three 
separate but not exclusive categories.  First, 
there are those who enjoy the thrill and chal-
lenge of navigating a river rapid avoiding the 
pitfalls such as rocks and rollers that push a 
boat around where you don’t want to be.  Sec-
ond, there are those that use a jet boat to get to 
out of the way spots to fish or camp on reser-
voirs or flat water rivers.  Third, there are those 
who ride or captain a jet boat to fish for steel-
head. 

 This is a story about the last category of 
jet boat enthusiast.  Several years ago I took my 
wife steelhead fishing on board the Hells Can-
yon Adventures fishing charter boat along with 
some friends and the good folks who run that 
outfit.  It was a pristine day in November and 
we were fortunate to hook 30 plus fish and boat 
around twenty of  those fish.  Fortunately, and  

as usually happens, my wife out fished me and lim-
ited out that day as did a couple of other fishermen 
and women on the boat. Also, fortunately, all fisher-
men on board that day caught at least one steelhead 
during the day.  I have never repeated that type of a 
day since but I will keep trying. 

 Needless to say, my wife has been hooked on 
steelhead fishing since that day.  About a year later, 
she bought our first and so far only jet boat while I 
was out of town and unavailable to consult by phone.  
When I returned home late that night there was a new 
toy in our driveway with a red Christmas bow on the 
side of the boat.  It was, and is, just the type and style 
jet boat that I had in mind.   I thought at the time and 
still do today that I should keep her around…and the 
wife too.  That has been five years ago and since 
then, there have been many water adventures to enjoy 
and stories produced to enjoy over and over again. 

 A new story happened just last week for me.  I 
was fortunate to spend two days steelhead fishing 
with friends and customers on the Hells Canyon Ad-
ventures fishing charter.  Some of the fishermen were 
repeat visitors to Hells Canyon and some were new-
bies.  Monday was a picture perfect day around 50 
degrees and no wind.  I never did put on a coat until 
late that night.  A good friend and retired Air Force 
Officer, limited out with one native caught and re-
leased before the last keeper.  He had four fish on 
through the day and landed all of them. 

 Tuesday was cold and breezy but the crew 
was not deterred.            We did not  have as  

Continued on Page 8 
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A Day on the River 
Continued from Page 7 

many steelhead hooked that day but we did land more 
than the previous day.  Yours truly actually limited out 
just after lunch and promptly became the bait boy for 
the wife.  She had yet to land a fish in nearly two days.  
She did get one landed that afternoon and had one 
more on that was the victim of a double hook up.  On 
the double, we landed one and hers got away before 
we could clear the net and land hers.   

 At dinner that night we were all able to rehash 
the fishing, the canyon experience, and the good times 
had by all.  I don’t know how many years I have taken 
friends, family, and clients on this charter or in my 
boat but it would be interesting to know how many 
newbies have been introduced to the canyon on one of 
these trips over the years.  For me Hells Canyon is a 
unique place from its history, to its resources, and to 
its recreational opportunities.   It is a place I appreciate  

having accessible and relatively nearby.  I have 
seen the canyon from the top road on the Oregon 
side from Hatpoint Lookout all the wayto Lord’s 
Flat, from the air, and from the water on board a 
jetboat.  My favorite view of the canyon is from 
the water during steelhead season.    
 

  All of the fishermen and fisherwomen on 
board for the two days thank Mark and Art of 
Hells Canyon Adventures for making this outing 
and, for me those of past years, extra unique for all 
on their boat.  I look forward to the next visit to 
the canyon and hope all of you do as well.   I am 
especially thankful that the wife caught a steelhead 
on Tuesday so the ride home was not as quiet as it 
could have been.  That was the first time ever I 
have caught more steelhead than she did but I did-
n’t remind her of that not now, not ever.  Good 
luck fishing! 

Jed Myers�

W.W.A.  OPPOSES FEES TO ACCESS PUBLIC LANDS AND WAT ERS 
****PUTS THEIR MONEY WHERE THEIR MOUTH IS**** 

��

� �WWA general membership approved a donation to the  Western Slope No-Fee Coalition (WSNFC) at the 
regular membership meeting December 12, 2011.    The donation will assist the WSNFC with expenses related to a 
conference and various meetings with Congressional staff in Washington D.C.  

�� Mrs. Kitty Benzar, President of the WSNFC, is traveling next month to D.C. to first, attend a meeting of the 
American Recreation Coalition...architects of fees to access our public lands and waters.  Kitty will be the only voice 
invited to represent people who are in opposition to user fees.   

� Following the conference Kitty's week long stay includes numerous meetings with Congressional staff people 
to rally support for either amendments or repeal of the Federal law.   In addition to many other meetings Kitty has ar-
ranged to meet with the staff of Idaho Senators Crapo and Risch (Co-Sponsors of a bill to repeal fees) and Represen-
tatives Labrador and Simpson.  

�� Thought you would be interested in the response we received from Mrs. Benzar upon receiving the WWA 
donation: 
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New Editor to 
Rapids 

   
    This photo was taken 
on the New Year’s Day 
Run, 2012,.  There will 
be a story in the next 
issue.     

   As tne new Editor to 
the Rapids, I wanted to 
let everyone know, that 
any time you have a 
story, picture or what-
ever, just email it to me  
ashore2shore@shorensh
oreaviation.com.  - Anita 
Shore     



����������	��
��������
�	��	
��

!��"��#"$�%&���
#"��'���(��%)*+��

�������������	���
�������


� ������ � ��	 ��
 �� ��

��������������		�	�
��������		
���
�	
������������
�����	
�������� �

����CBB������)
'
�'�$B	=B
�	
B%)���
�D�+��EF���*'�� )�G��+E

�0�4*
���%�G
	��G
�G
���	�
G
�E�����������������@�
��� �	���
%��

�
=�H��������	�IA�

���������
	�
�	
�����������	�����������������

����CBB����	=���������%��B���B	=�
������%F��

 �!
	���������	���������

�� ��CBB����	=���
�����	=�)
B���
���B��%�
��$BF���
�����

���	
��
������"
�
#���
����$
	��


������ �!
	� 
�
	!������ C��������/�����5�
'�������	�
C����� 

��" �����

%
�������&������
	�'���� 
�
	!������ C��<�����)��C����" ?�� 

��?��������������

>�
�����	
F�����	�
C����" ?�� �!�!�

 �!
	�(� 
�
	!��	�)
!
�� ��� :)���)��F�5�%�����	�
C����� ��� 

"����

'�����*���+������� ��� .=����<�����@/��������=�+
��
�+A���� 

��� �����

�����������������
�

�

�������������������������� �!"��#

$	%�!���	�&'�����������(�)�
���#
������*�!%��+��

,�"������-�������������������.����
����,����)�	
����+��$����������
*�!%���+��

,�"�������/���������������� �!#
"��
$	%�!���	�&'�����������(�)�
#
���������*�!%��+��

,�"�������0����������$	�	�)����
������
�,������1���$����*�!%��+��

�


