
Remember the "Minnick Bill" that I was asked to testify on in the House back in 2009 I 
think it was? But Mr Minnick found the bill was not going over well with his constituents 
in Idaho so he declined to sponsor, the hearing got cancelled, he was defeated in the 
next election, and I thought the bill (which was terrible) was dead. 
 
Not. 
 
It's back, with some modifications and additions that make it even worse (such as 
raising the allowance for administrative overhead and collection costs to 25% of 
revenue and virtually no restrictions on what fees can be charged). This time it's under 
potential sponsorship by Rob Bishop (R-UT) who is now Chairman of the subcommittee 
on public lands. How a bill that started life as a Democratic initiative came to be 
morphed into a Republican one is a mystery to me. It's been published in the form of a 
"Discussion Draft" and I'm attaching a copy, also it is posted at the House website at 
http://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=370652 
 
They announced a hearing and invited me to testify on March 4 with only 6 days' notice 
so I barely had time to compose a written statement and make travel arrangements, 
never mind notify anyone who might have wanted to weigh in. But then Mr. Bishop had 
a death in his family and that hearing got postponed. It has just been "tentatively" 
rescheduled for April 4 so at least this time I got some notice, along with the public. 
 
Bottom line I don't like this bill and I don't think you will either. I think we would be better 
off keeping FLREA as it is and continuing to chip away at making the FS and BLM 
follow its requirements and restrictions than replacing it with Bishop's proposal - at least 
it has some requirements and restrictions, which this "discussion draft" does not. As I 
read it, it would be a complete capitulation to the agencies and a transfer of ownership 
of our public lands to them, with we the public relegated to being mere customers. That 
will be the gist of my testimony.  
 
It would be very helpful if the subcommittee staff gets some feedback from groups like 
Western Whitewater between now and the rescheduled hearing April 4. If you could 
take the time to read what's proposed and send in your comments, I would appreciate it 
very much. And of course share a copy with me if you would be so kind. If you want to 
talk in more detail feel free to call me any time. 
 
Here's where to send comments, fax is best: 
 
Chairman Rob Bishop and Ranking Member Raul Grijalva 
Subcommittee on Public Lands and Environmental Regulation 
House Committee on Natural Resources 
1017 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
FAX: 202-226-2301 
 
 



Also important to note that Rep. Raul Labrador (R-ID) is on the subcommittee so it 
would be good to copy him on anything you send. His contact info is: 
The Honorable Raul R. Labrador 
1523 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
FAX: 202-225-3029  
--  
Kitty Benzar 
President 
Western Slope No-Fee Coalition 
P.O. Box 135 
Durango, CO 81302 
970/259-4616 (Landline) 
970/946-2909 (Cell) 
www.WesternSlopeNoFee.org  
 

 


