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Rock Slide Blocks Road to Hells Canyon Dam 

 

It could be up to a week before vehicles can be allowed north of Hells Canyon Park. Idaho Power 

crews are removing a 60-yard-long section of boulders and rock, and clearing additional 

unstable material from the cliff above the road.  

 

OXBOW, Oregon, January 22, 2015 — The only road to Hells 

Canyon Dam could be closed for up to a week due to a large 

rock slide that completely blocked the road about three miles 

north of Hells Canyon Park Wednesday afternoon. 

 

No one was injured in the slide, which could take up to a week 

to clear. Motorists will not be allowed past Hells Canyon Park 

until the road is safe. 

 

The slide is about 60 yards long. Additional unstable material 

on the cliff above the slide also must be removed before the 

road is safe. Crews won’t know the extent of repairs needed for 

the road surface until the slide is cleared. 

 

Idaho Power crews worked for several hours on Wednesday to 

clear one lane long enough for drivers stranded between the slide and Hells Canyon Dam to 

exit. The road was then closed to allow crews to continue working and also due to the threat of 

additional slides. Some of the boulders on the road are so large, they have to be blasted to 

make them small enough to remove. 

 

Idaho Power will provide updates on its Facebook and Twitter accounts. Follow us at 

facebook.com/idahopower and on Twitter @idahopower. 

Print media: Full-resolution photos available upon request. 

About Idaho Power Company: 

 

Idaho Power, headquartered in Boise, Idaho, and locally operated since 1916, is an electric 

utility that employs more than 2,000 people who serve more than 500,000 customers 

throughout a 24,000-square-mile area in southern Idaho and eastern Oregon. With 17 low-cost 

hydroelectric projects as the core of its diverse generation portfolio, Idaho Power’s residential, 

business and agricultural customers pay among the nation’s lowest rates for electricity. 
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IDACORP, Inc. (NYSE: IDA), Idaho Power’s independent publicly traded parent company, is also 

headquartered in Boise, Idaho. To learn more, visit www.idahopower.com or 

www.idacorpinc.com 
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